propensities have either not been called into action, or have
been successfully resisted and overcome.

The Philosopher of Doncaster found, in his theory of pro-
gressive existence, an easy solution for some of those ques-
tions on which it is more presumptuous than edifying to
speculate, yet whereon that restless curiosity which man
derives from the leaven of the forbidden fruit makes it diffi-
cult for a busy mind to refrain from speculating. The hor-
rid opinion which certain Fathers entertained concerning
the souls of unbaptized infants, he never characterized by
any lighter epithet than damnable, for he used to say, 'it
would be wicked to use a weaker expression:' and the more
charitable notion of the Limbo he regarded as a cold fancy,
neither consonant to the heart of man, nor consistent with
the wisdom and goodness of the Creator. He thought that
when the ascent of being has been from good to better
through all its stages, in moral qualities as well as in physical
development, the immortal spirit might reach its human
stage in such a state that it required nothing more than the
vehicle of humanity, and might be spared its probation. As
Enoch had been translated without passing through death,
so he thought such happy spirits might be admitted into a
higher sphere of existence without passing through the
trials of sin and the discipline of sorrow.

CHAPTER LXXI
MORE THOUGHTS CONCERNING LIFE, DEATH, AND
IMMORTALITY
Clericus es ? legito haec.    Laicus ? legito ista licenter,
Crede mtki, invenies hie quod uterque voles.
D.   DU-TR.   MED.
If we look to the better part of the human race as well as the
worse, with regard to them also the ordinary term of human
life will be found the best that could have been appointed both
for themselves and for the purposes of society, the wisdom
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